Utahn’s ancestor shows up in magazine about the Civil War 


@ Letters from the past: Soldier 
served with Confederate regiment in N.C. 


By Joseph Bauman 
Deseret News staff writer | 


Woolly, determined and armed 
with a mean-looking knife, the an- 
cestor of a South Salt Lake woman 
stares from the last page in the cur- 
rent issue of Civil War Times Illus- 
trated, which is the country’s pre- 
mier magazine about the Civil War. 

The Confederate soldier featured 
in the magazine’s November-De- 
cember issue is Pvt. William Day of 


the 54th Regiment, North Carolina Troops. His great- 
great-granddaughter is DaLene Day Bryant, the wife 
of Deseret News photographer Garry Bryant, who sub- 
mitted information and the photo to the magazine. 

Day enlisted in the service of North Carolina in 1862 
from Yadkin County, in a company originally called 
the Western Rangers and later renamed Co. H, 54th 
North Carolina Troops. He fought in the battles of 
Chancellorsville and Fredericksburg, Va., before he 
was hospitalized with typhoid fever on May 24, 1863. 
He died five days later. 

In researching Day’s last years, Bryant ran across a 
packet of letters and a poem that Day had sent his wife, 
Rebecca Kimball Day, who was also the soldier’s sec- 
ond cousin. 

“They're bug-eaten, well-read, well-loved, worn let- 


ters. There’s lines missing, holes eaten in the letters.” 
They always began, “My near and dear companion.” 

Bryant discovered something unusual about them: 
“It was weird that he would misspell his own wife’s 
name three different ways, gross misspellings,” he 
said. Other words would be misspelled in different 
ways. 

When he first tried to find Day’s military records, 
Bryant did not know which unit he served with, and 
National Archives officials said there were too many 
men named William Day from North Carolina to nar- 
row it down. 

When he located the letters, he learned that the 
soldier was from the 54th North Carolina, and that was 
the information the National Archives needed to dig 
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ease. “Mike is one of the few docu- 
mented cases where the disease is 
definitely the result of chewing to- 


- bacco,”’ Lawrence said. 


In fact, doctors often recom- 
mend that those who smoke and 
have Buerger's disease switch to 
chewing tobacco. 

Because Fisk’s case is so rare, 
doctors at the U. recently did a 
case report about him for a medi- 
cal journal. The report urges doc- 
tors to start recognizing the associ- 
ation between Buerger's disease 
and the use of smokeless tobacco. 
The report says those diagnosed 
with Buerger’s disease should not 
only stop smoking, but also stop us- 
ing smokeless tobacco. 

Fisk's battle against the disease 
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bilities that take more priority 
than my self pity.” 

Fisk spends much of his time do- 
ing anti-tobacco lobbying. He 
speaks at local schools and at anti- 
drug and alcohol seminars. He be- 
lieves young people need to be bet- 
ter informed about all the dangers 
of tobacco use, not just the cancer 
risks that most people know about. 

“Tf you think you can use this 
drug and not have a problem with 
it, you’re wrong, because every- 
body who uses it has a problem 
with it. It just manifests itself dif- 
ferently for different people. Look 
at me, I was a big healthy athlete 
and nicotine destroyed my body. If 
it can destroy my body, it can de- 
stroy yours.” 


in commercial physical eaucation. 
Dellastatious, a freshman, was ma- 
joring in political science. 

| 


People & 
Places 


News you can use. 
Family. Food. 


Fashions. Advice 
Science. Medical. 
Every Sunday in your 
DESERET NEWS. 


